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I. Course Description

AP Calculus deals with the understanding of the concepts of functions and limits, derivatives, integrals, and differential equations, as well as with techniques and applications of mathematics. Upon successful completion of the course, students will be prepared to take the AP Calculus exam and to move on to other college-level math courses.  The course will emphasize a multi-dimensional approach with concepts, results, and problems expressed verbally, numerically, geometrically, and analytically. The purpose of this class is to help you learn Calculus. This will be done through a variety of methods with emphasis placed on practice. This class will help set the foundation for all of your future math and science classes as well as technical training. The course is intended to be challenging and demanding. It is a college-level mathematics class.  Having adequate time to complete the assigned work is a key factor to a successful experience in this class. The responsibility for success rests with you.

II. Attendance

1. Excessive absences will make it difficult for you to succeed in this class.

2. If you miss class for any reason, you are not excused from the work assigned

that day, even for school-sponsored activities. It is your responsibility to keep up on all assignments.

3. In order for the class to function smoothly all students will be on time. If a

teacher or an administrator makes you late, it is your responsibility to obtain an

pass before coming to class.

III. Classroom Policies

1. The operating principle for this class is courtesy. Don't interrupt anyone who is

talking, whether student or teacher. Unrelated conversation does not help you or

your grade. If you don't understand something, ask a question. THERE IS NO

SUCH THING AS A DUMB QUESTION. Make sure you use class time wisely.  Come for extra help when you need it.

2. Come prepared to learn. Bring your book, pencil, notebook, and supplies. It will be best for you to keep a notebook for Calculus to study with through the year.  Each student will need to use a graphing calculator for some of the work we do.  A graphing calculator is required for half of the AP exam.  We will be using the Texas Instruments TI-Nspire CAS in this class.  If you have a calculator, bring it to class with you.  We will have some calculators available to sign out for the year.

3. No cell phones, headphones, electronic games, or video or audio devices will be allowed in the classroom. All cell phones must be turned OFF as you enter the classroom.

IV. Grading

Grades will be based on homework, quizzes, and exams according to the

following schedule.

Homework and Classwork (25% of grade).  Each assignment is due at the start of the next class period. No credit will be given for late assignments.  The only exception is an absence due to illness or school excused absences.  In this case the assignment is due upon return to class.  With a properly excused absence, a

student will have one extra class period for each day of absence to make up

missing work.  Assignments missed for other reasons cannot be made up. Any

exceptions must be approved in advance by the instructor.  

Quizzes (25% of grade).  Regular quizzes will not always be announced. They will usually consist of a few short questions similar to homework problems

It is a good idea to set a regular study schedule and to study with friends

in a small group. Once in a while, however, you may still have problems. If you

do, you are welcome to e-mail us.

Exams (50% of grade). Exams will be announced well in advance.  The test must be completed within the class period.  Students who fail an exam will be able to correct the exam according to the correction/makeup policy handed out in class and posted on the website.  All exam corrections must be completed within one week of the return of the exam. 

